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Village of Geneva on the Lake 

Regular Meeting of Council 

Minutes of Meeting 04/15/2019 

 

Mayor Bennett called the meeting to order at 7:31 PM.  

 

Roll call was taken and the following council members were present: Jennifer Allison, Matt Caudill, Cindy Herda, 

Gary Himes, P.J. Macchia and Donald Woodward. Also present were Fiscal Officer Kim McKinley, Village 

Administrator Jeremy Shaffer, Solicitor Kyle Smith, Police Chief Tim Bruckman and Fire Chief Tim Mills.  

 

MINUTES TO THE PREVIOUS MEETING: Macchia made a motion, seconded by Allison to approve the minutes 

of the April 1, 2019 council meeting. The motion passed with all in favor. 

 

PERSONS APPEARING BEFORE COUNCIL: None 

 

PAYMENT OF BILLS: Macchia made a motion, seconded by Allison to approve the payment of bills. The motion 

passed with all in favor. 

 

POLICE CHIEF REPORT:  Chief Bruckman provided a written report of miles traveled, vehicle maintenance, hours 

of service provided and complaints handled for the month of March. Chief Bruckman ordered equipment for new 

grant. Geneva PD will have the capability to monitor vehicles and body cameras. 

 

CODE ENFORCEMENT REPORT: Chief Bruckman provided a written annual report on property maintenance for 

the month of March. 

 

WORK SESSION REPORT: Fiscal Officer provided a report on the meetings held on April 8, 2019.  

 

OLD BUSINESS: Mayor Bennett reminded everyone spring clean-up is on the last Monday in April. 

 

ORDINANCE 2019-33: AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE VILLAGE TO DISPOSE OF SURPLUS PROPERTY 

BY INTERNET AUCTION, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. Macchia made a motion, seconded by Allison to pass 

as an emergency. Motion passed with all in favor. Macchia made a motion, seconded by Allison to waive the three 

reading rule. The motion passed with all in favor. Macchia made a motion, seconded by Allison to pass Ordinance 2019-

21. The motion passed with all in favor. 

 

ORDINANCE 2019-34: AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A TREX LIQUOR PERMIT FOR GOTL UNLIMITED, INC, 

dba SPORTSTERZ AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. Allison made a motion, seconded by Himes to pass as an 

emergency. Motion passed with four in favor, with Caudill and Macchia abstaining Allison made a motion, seconded 

by Himes to waive the three reading rule. The motion passed with four in favor with Macchia and Caudill abstaining. 

Allison made a motion, seconded by Himes to pass Ordinance 2019-34. The motion passed with four in favor with 

Macchia and Caudill abstaining. 

 

ORDINANCE 2019-35: AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR/ADMINISTRATOR TO APPLY FOR A 

TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVE PROGRAM (“TAP”) GRANT FOR THE PURPOSE OF HELPING FUND THE 

CONSTRUCTION OF A BICYCLE PATH THROUGH THE VILLAGE OF GENEVA-ON-THE-LAKE AT AN 

ESTIMATED COST OF $890.000.00, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. Macchia made a motion, seconded by 

Allison to pass as an emergency. Motion passed with all in favor. Macchia made a motion, seconded by Allison to waive 

the three reading rule. The motion passed with all in favor. Macchia made a motion, seconded by Allison to pass 

Ordinance 2019-35. The motion passed with all in favor. 

 

ORDINANCE 2019-36: AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR/ADMINISTRATOR TO SEEK A NATURE 

WORKS GRANT UP TO $25,000.00, INCLUDING A 25% LOCAL MATCH FOR THE PURPOSE OF NEW 

IMPROVEMENTS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. Macchia made a motion, seconded by Allison to pass as an 

emergency. Motion passed with all in favor. Macchia made a motion, seconded by Allison to waive the three reading 

rule. The motion passed with all in favor. Macchia made a motion, seconded by Allison to pass Ordinance 2019-36. The 

motion passed with all in favor. 
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New Business:  Mayor Bennett announced the date of the next Planning Commission meeting would be held as 

scheduled.  

 

Don Woodward would like to address buskers or street entertainers. The debate was whether street entertainers were 

permissible, could buskers be regulated, could buskers be allowed to restrict the flow of pedestrian traffic on 

sidewalks, could businesses object to buskers in front of their business. Other towns do have regulation in place 

because it was becoming a problem. Solicitor recommended review other communities regulations. Woodward 

pressed whether the police could prohibit street entertainment. Chief Bruckman responded that a majority of time it 

is not an issue, most individuals easily comply with request from PD, however you have the small percentage of 

people that become unreasonable.  Chief Bruckman asked how he should deal with those shouting profanity. The 

village had to hold a public meeting a few years ago to discuss noise ordinances after receiving several complaints 

on loud and profane music and karaoke. Solicitor opined that an individual playing a guitar and having a collection 

jar, off to the side and not being obscene, without impeding traffic should be allowed to do so. Solicitor did not think 

landowner has any say on what goes on in front of his sidewalk because it is a right of way. Police may respond if 

individual is creating a nuisance or impeding traffic, however, he felt police could not react to obscene behavior. 

Chief Bruckman asked if individual could use an amplifier; solicitor said no. Chief Bruckman pressed for 

clarification. Macchia recommended allowing buskers, unless it becomes a problem, as long as it is okay with 

business owners. Chief Bruckman requested an ordinance .Allison recommended that we look at other towns and 

ordinances and discuss at a work session.  Woodward asked if there was any regulation prohibiting street 

entertainment. Mayor requested a written legal opinion. In addition, he will review on how other towns regulate. 

 

Woodward made a motion, seconded by Caudill to request from the solicitor a written opinion as to the current 

legality allowing musicians to play for tips within the village right of ways. 

 

Allison made a motion, seconded by Macchia to adjourn the meeting. The motion passed with all in favor. 

 

Mayor Bennett adjourned the meeting at 8:02 P.M.            Recorded by: Kimberly A. McKinley, Fiscal Officer             

 


