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Village of Geneva on the Lake 

Regular Meeting of Council 

Minutes of Meeting 06/17/2019 

 

Mayor Bennett called the meeting to order at 7:35 PM.  

 

Roll call was taken and the following council members were present: Jennifer Allison, Matt Caudill, Cindy Herda, 

Gary Himes, P.J. Macchia and Don Woodward.  Also present were Fiscal Officer Kim McKinley, Village 

Administrator Jeremy Shaffer, Police Chief Tim Bruckman, Fire Chief Tim Mills and Street Supervisor Ken Snyder.  

 

MINUTES TO THE PREVIOUS MEETING: Macchia made a motion, seconded by Allison to approve the minutes 

of the June 3, 2019 council meeting. The motion passed with all in favor. 

 

PERSONS APPEARING BEFORE COUNCIL: Mr. Robert Moore & Mr. Chris Cox. 

 

Bob Moore, resident of Fess Drive distributed a copy of a zoning permit application along with two photos of a deck on 

the front oh house located at 4876 Fess Dr. He addressed council regarding zoning enforcement. A few years ago, he 

and his neighbor wanted to build decks on their property. They were instructed to apply for a zoning permit and furnish 

drawings to scale a survey or plat map, with dimensions showing how far everything was from the property lines. Once 

all information was provided, a zoning permit was issued. Upon his return to the lake a few weeks ago, Mr. Moore 

requested a copy of the zoning application after Memorial Day; he received the information two weeks later. Upon 

review of application, the description was to cover existing concrete patio with deck. Mr. Moore has resided at his 

property for six years and was well aware of the crumbling concrete patio. That was the extent of the zoning application; 

there was no maps, surveys or dimensions. There were no property line delineations. The extent of the approval was for 

existing patio coverage. Mr. Moore referred to the pictures to show that structure included a second story deck and 

pergola. The deck is practically of the property line.  Mr. Moore has three issues. 1.  Failure to comply with all the 

requirements necessary. 2. The project goes way beyond what was approved. Mr. Moore recommended google or Zillow 

to view property prior to new work. 3. Concerned with the lack of compliance with set back and minimum yard 

requirements as per zoning code. In addition, Mr. Moore has not heard a response from zoning inspector; feels his 

concern is not taken seriously. Mayor Bennett explained that the village was without an administrator/zoning inspector 

for almost two months. The police were handling zoning during the vacancy.  Mayor Bennett assured Mr. Moore that 

the solicitor viewed property last week and he is reviewing the issue. Village was unaware until contacted by building 

inspector. Zoning inspector was under the impression owner was covering only the existing concrete pad. Mr. Moore 

did add that the work was exemplary, attractive, most work was down well, but not everything.   

 

Mr. Cox explained that he was looking for information, however, the old zoning inspector left. Mr. Cox is from PA; 

things are handled differently. When he came up here this place was a ghost town, there was no one available to direct 

him.  Mr. Cox applied for a building permit and submitted a detailed set of drawings to Ashtabula Co. Bldg. Dept. 

Building department informed Mr. Cox that he needed a zoning permit. Macchia added that the AC Building Inspector 

position is vacant. Mr. Cox did not do the project with malicious intent. Both the village and county have been in 

transition. He had no point of contact to allow proper path; he did what he thought needed to be done. He is trying to 

transition in to a higher quality seasonal rental. He is trying to bring in a level of clientele who want to come into this 

village and spend money. Now that there is a zoning inspector in place, he is aware path he needs to take.  Mr. Cox 

apologized but there really was not a point of contact to allow for a clearer pathway. Mr. Cox offered to install a fence 

to offer some privacy.  As far as anything he has built, the money has been put into the project because he was told that 

he could move forward even though he had to go through indirect channels to find the right people to fill that void. 

Nothing was done maliciously; nothing was done to causing anyone with any challenges. Mr. Cox added that there is 

not a single structure on his street in conformance. There is two feet between buildings.   

 

Mayor Bennett asked Mr. Moore if he would be willing to compromise. Mr. Moore state the one thing Chris and he 

could agree on was the potholes on the street. Mayor Bennett said the road is on the maintenance list. Mr. Moore hopes 

to resolve the issue; however, he would need to know what is permissible. A fence is not a solution; it would block the 

sun and air. Mrs. Moore did not feel that new construction was a reasonable, considerate thing to do to come within two 

feet of her bedroom window. His deck is a lot more than covering up some concrete. Mr. Cox did concede that the post 

extend beyond the concrete. Mayor Bennett said Mr. Cox could of covered the existing concrete. Mrs. Moore said google 

maps shows the amount of green space available. Mr. Thomas explained the process Jim Hockaday required before he 
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obtained a zoning permit for a deck. Mrs. Thomas inquired how the deck could be built without anyone noticing. She 

has received notices for missing house address and high grass. Everyone agrees with the qua 

 

Solicitor recommended that both parties try to resolve; compromises will need to be made. He also recommended a court 

referee. The outcome would be uncertain if both parties let a court decide. Solicitor Smith provided his contact 

information.  

 

 

Solicitor Kyle Smith arrived at 7:41 p.m. 

 

PAYMENT OF BILLS: Macchia made a motion, seconded by Allison to approve the payment of bills. The motion 

passed with all in favor. 

 

POLICE CHIEF REPORT:  Chief Bruckman provided a written report of miles traveled, vehicle maintenance, hours 

of service provided and complaints handled for the month of May.  

 

CODE ENFORCEMENT REPORT: None provided. 

 

WORK SESSION REPORT: Fiscal Officer provided a report on the meetings held on June 10, 2019.  

 

RESOLUTION 2019-44: RESOLUTION DECLARING THE NECESSITY FOR AN ADDITIONAL 4.5  MILL TAX 

LEVY IN THE VILLAGE OF GENEVA ON THE LAKE, OHIO FOR THE PURPOSE OF  FUNDING PARKS AND 

RECREATION PAYMENT PURSUANT TO 5705.19(H) OF THE OHIO REVISED CODE AND REQUESTING THE 

ASHTABULA COUNTY AUDITOR TO CERTIFY THE TOTAL CURRENT TAX VALUATION OF THE VILLAGE 

AND THE DOLLAR AMOUNT OF REVENUE THAT WOULD BE GENERATED BY THE NEW LEVY. 3rd Reading. 

Macchia made a motion, seconded by Allison to pass Ordinance 2019-44. The motion passed with five in favor; 

Woodward – Nay. 

 

ORDINANCE 2019-45: AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE 2020 COUNTY TAX BUDGET, AND DECLARING 

AN EMERGENCY. Macchia made a motion, seconded by Allison to pass as an emergency. Motion passed with all in 

favor. Macchia made a motion, seconded by Allison to waive the three reading rule. The motion passed with all in 

favor. Macchia made a motion, seconded by Allison to pass Ordinance 2019-45. The motion passed with all in favor. 

 

ORDINANCE 2019-46: AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR/ADMINISTRATOR TO CLOSE THE  

SOUTH PARKING LANES ON LAKE ROAD IN THE STRIP  FROM 5609 LAKE ROAD TO 5243 LAKE ROAD 

FROM 10 PM JULY 3, 2019 TO 6 AM JULY 5, 2019 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. Macchia made a motion, 

seconded by Allison to pass as an emergency. Motion passed with all in favor. Macchia made a motion, seconded by 

Allison to waive the three reading rule. Village decided to close south side of street due to location of fire hydrants. 

Ken Snyder will contact ODOT. Chief Bruckman is working on signage. The motion passed with all in favor. Macchia 

made a motion, seconded by Allison to pass Ordinance 2019-46. The motion passed with all in favor. 

 

ORDINANCE 2019-47: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING MAP OF THE VILLAGE OF GENEVA ON 

THE LAKE TO MODIFY RESIDENTIAL AND RBRR1AND RBRR2 DISTRICTS ACCORDING TO THE NEW 

ZONING MAP ON FILE IN THE ADMINISTRATOR’S OFFICE AND NOT DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 1st 

Reading. 

 

ORDINANCE 2019-48: AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE ATTACHED 

EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT WITH MARK MALIZIA AS THE VILLAGE GOLF COURSE CLUBHOUSE 

MANAGER AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. Macchia made a motion, seconded by Allison to pass as an 

emergency. Motion passed with all in favor. Macchia made a motion, seconded by Allison to waive the three reading 

rule. The motion passed with all in favor. Macchia made a motion, seconded by Allison to pass Ordinance 2019-48. 

The motion passed with all in favor. 
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ORDINANCE 2019- 49: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CODIFIED ORDINANCE 921.10 TO CLARIFY THE 

MONTHLY MINIMUM RATE (AND NOT DECLARING AN EMERGENCY). Macchia made a motion, seconded by 

Allison to waive the three reading rule. The motion passed with all in favor. Macchia made a motion, seconded by 

Allison to pass Ordinance 2019-49. The motion passed with all in favor. 

 

ORDINANCE 2019-50: AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING THE BID OF EASTON LEASING INC. FOR THE BASE 

AMOUNT OF $261,960.00 FOR THE OLD LAKE ROAD REHABILITATION PROJECT  AND AUTHORIZING THE 

MAYOR TO EXECUTE A CONTRACT  FOR THE SAME AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. Macchia made a 

motion, seconded by Allison to pass as an emergency. Motion passed with all in favor. Macchia made a motion, 

seconded by Allison to waive the three reading rule. The motion passed with all in favor. Solicitor confirmed the 

correct amount as $261,960 - scrivener’s error. Macchia made a motion, seconded by Allison to pass Ordinance 2019-

50. The motion passed with all in favor. 

 

ORDINANCE 2019-51: AN ORDINANCE TO ISSUE NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS 

IN THE AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF $48,000.00  FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING ADDITIONAL 

FUNDS FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO THE OLD LAKE ROAD REHABILITATION PROJECT  AND DECLARING 

THIS ORDINANCE TO BE AN EMERGENCY. Macchia made a motion, seconded by Allison to pass as an emergency. 

Motion passed with all in favor. Macchia made a motion, seconded by Allison to waive the three reading rule. The 

motion passed with all in favor. Macchia made a motion, seconded by Allison to pass Ordinance 2019-51. The motion 

passed with all in favor. 

 

ORDINANCE 2019-52: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING APPROPRIATIONS Macchia made a motion, seconded by 

Allison to waive the three reading rule. The motion passed with all in favor. Macchia made a motion, seconded by 

Allison to pass Ordinance 2019-52. The motion passed with all in favor. 

 

New Business: Public meeting scheduled for Monday, July 22, 2019 at 7:00 P.M. regarding Ordinance 2019-43 and 

2019-47. 

 

Macchia made a motion, seconded by Allison to adjourn the meeting. The motion passed with all in favor. 

 

Mayor Bennett adjourned the meeting at 8:12 P.M.            Recorded by: Kimberly A. McKinley, Fiscal Officer             

 


